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FADE IN:

INT. TARDIS - AMY & RORY’S ROOM

ON an old-fashioned alarm, just shy of eight. It GOES OFF.

ON Amy and Rory’s hands entwined -- and their wedding rings -- 
as their eyes shoot open.

RORY
Agh!

He SPLUTTERS, Amy MOANS and pulls her hand away.

RORY (CONT’D)
I swear to--

INT. TARDIS - CONTROL ROOM

Rory stumbles in from above, boxers and a t-shirt, brushing 
his teeth and holding the alarm clock.

RORY
(muffled)

I told you we don’t need a--

THE DOCTOR
(turning, also brushing 
his teeth)

We need to have some discipline 
around here and early to bed--

RORY
We don’t do early to bed--

THE DOCTOR
Early to rise, sunshine.

(he chuckles to himself)

RORY
One more time and I’ll--

AMY
(entering, head back, 
gargling mouthwash)

Boys!
(both men look to her)

Where are we going today?

THE DOCTOR smiles at Rory. Rory spits on the floor.



LATER: All fully clothed now, standing around the core of the 
TARDIS. Rory aims a yawn -- so Amy can see -- at The Doctor.

THE DOCTOR
This would be the home planet of the 
Rongai. Brave, proud and watch-your-
step-for-they-do-like-to-bite warrior 
people. Sort of like a scorpion and 
an armadillo mated.

AMY
Ouch.

RORY
Ouch.

THE DOCTOR (CONT’D)
Teeny tiny planet-- really just a 
high-density asteroid. Packed to the 
brim, last time I remember.

ON THE VIEWSCREEN, a small asteroid rushes through space, a 
cramped city perched on its front.

THE DOCTOR (CONT’D)
But high on the very stuff that this 
lovely girl...

(he bangs the desk)
...is built from. And as we’re in 
need of some repairs...

(they SHUDDER to a stop)
...I’m sure they won’t mind us 
stealing a little bit.

(he bangs the viewscreen, 
confused for a moment)

AMY
Told you to go digital.

THE DOCTOR
Not that, just thought I saw...

(Rory and Amy wait for his 
response...)

Nothing. In fact. It’s... hmm.

RORY
(not willing to wait on 
The Doctor’s thoughts)

Right. Well as I’m dressed, 
manicured, primmed and poofed within 
an inch of my life thanks to the fact 
that I’ve been up for...

(glancing at his watch)
...eight hours now--
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THE DOCTOR
Sorry about that. Must have been 
something I ate. Still, better out 
than in, eh?

RORY
Amy?

AMY
Yup?

RORY
Remember when we were kids and I was 
thinking “Doctor or diplomat, doctor 
or diplomat, doctor or diplomat”--

AMY
I try to block out anything you 
repeat more than once.

RORY
(moving for the door)

Well after a morning spent sifting 
through a Time Lord’s--

THE DOCTOR
Language.

RORY
Just call me Ambassador Rory 
Williams, defender of the people, 
friend to the down-trodden, protector 
of--

(he opens the door to a 
gust of wind)

I’ll just run and get my jacket.

AMY
(moving for the door)

Catch you outside, dear. Don’t dally 
or you’ll miss the snaps.

(she waves a digital 
camera)

THE DOCTOR
(joining Amy’s exit, but 
pausing for Rory...)

You wanted to be a doctor?

RORY
It passed. Better out than in, eh?
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INT. TARDIS - AMY & RORY’S ROOM

Rory heads straight for the wardrobe.

RORY
(grabbing a jacket)

Rory Williams, hope for the hopeless, 
help for the helpless, gorm for the 
gormless.

INT. TARDIS - CONTROL ROOM

RORY
(heading for the door)

Diplomat to any number of scorpi-
dillo creatures, be they large or 
small...

(he tugs on the door, it 
doesn’t open)

...or black or white...
(he tugs again, it seems 
to be resisting)

...or carniverous or...
(he pulls hard, and it 
opens -- he steps out)

EXT. CITY STREET - SUNRISE

RENGUSKA CITY is not unlike a modernised medieval town-- 
unspeakably tall, with technological interfaces grafted into 
it. The whole place is dimly lit by a rising sun.

More importantly, it’s deserted.

RORY
...invisible.

(he looks around, feeling 
the air for any invisible 
Rongai)

Amy? You there, honeybunch? 
Apfelsaft? Porkchops?

He backs up against the TARDIS. The door’s locked behind him.

RORY (CONT’D)
Doc... tor?

He walks around the TARDIS, but all he finds is a street sign 
that says: “DROP EVERYTHING”.

RORY (CONT’D)
I see.
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CUT TO TITLES

FADE IN:

EXT. TOWN SQUARE - DAY

ON Rory as he enters the square, more confused than ever.

A giant clock tower (or so it would seem, it’s of native 
construction) looms above the square, which is filled with 
market stalls. The ground is littered with everyday items: 
musical instruments, shields, baskets, even some clothes-- 
everything looks carefully placed. And more “DROP EVERYTHING” 
signs.

At the centre of the square, a large golden statue of a Rongai 
in battle. Scorpi-dillo is the word, a thick, hairy hide 
combined with the legs and fierce tail of a scorpion.

RORY
(staring up at the statue)

Scorpidillo. Right.

EXT. VARIOUS CITY LOCATIONS - DAY

He walks the streets -- also littered with carefully placed 
items -- peeking around corners and in windows. Nothing.

INT. HOUSE - KITCHEN - DAY

Rory walks past, then backtracks to glance inside.

The layout of the house is almost paradoxical -- the overall 
structure speaks to a shorter, wider race (door frames, 
ceilings etc.), but the objects (utensils, books etc.) are 
long and slender.

The table has food on it, most of it recognisable as edible 
fare. It’s set for dinner. Very Marie Celeste.

LATER: He sits at the table, wolfing down a sandwich.

LATER: Sucking on what looks like a blue lemon, he stands by 
the fireplace and flicks through a tall, slender book. 
Delicate sketches of a slim, pale race -- the Machay.

LATER: He sniffs an open bottle, sizing it up. Grimaces.

LATER: Another sandwich. Before he digs in, he picks his nose, 
before a THUD from upstairs distracts him. LAUGHTER too.
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MAN (O.S.)
You do that one more time...

A CHILD LAUGHING. Rory silently grabs a poker from the 
fireplace, heading for the stairs.

INT. HOUSE - UPSTAIRS LANDING - SUNSET

Rory slips upstairs as --

CHILD (O.S.)
Dad! Dad, stop!

MORE LAUGHTER from both. Sounds like they’re coming towards 
Rory, and he slips into

INT. HOUSE - UPSTAIRS CLOSET - SUNSET

He closes the door -- complete darkness. A SOUND OF METAL AND 
FABRIC hitting the floor.

RORY
What? Oh. Oh.

INT. HOUSE - UPSTAIRS LANDING - SUNRISE

Rory peeks out the door -- nobody there. The red hue of sunset 
has been replaced by a pale dawn, though. And he’s... not 
wearing clothes anymore. What?

Rory GULPS, and looks back into the closet. His clothes and 
the poker are on the floor.

INT. HOUSE - KITCHEN - SUNRISE

He comes down again, pulling on his t-shirt and putting back 
on his wedding ring -- his sandwich is gone.

RORY
(doing a passable Doctor 
impression)

Amy, Rory, welcome to the Rongai 
homeworld. As per usual I’ll be 
ignoring all manner of safety and 
hygiene regulations as we gallavant 
around the place like some kind of 
sandwich-stealing, clothes-removing, 
ghost-voice hearing, prime-directive-
ignoring...
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(he looks out the window, 
then at his watch)

Oh.

EXT. STREET - SUNRISE

He moves to the house next door instead, as the sun rises 
behind him.

RORY
(smashing the door window, 
looking at the sun)

Where’d night-time go?

INT. SECOND HOUSE - BEDROOM - DAY

Rory slips under the covers of the long bed, looks around 
once, and shuts his eyes.

LATER: A SCREAM wakes him up. Rory jumps up, thrashing around, 
to find a MACHAY FEMALE next to him. She -- and it’s 
definitely a she -- falls out of the bed, her pale, long limbs 
crashing to the floor.

MACHAY FEMALE
Sellick! Something’s in my bed!

She pokes her head over the edge of the bed. The Machay are a 
slender, almost inquisitive looking race -- elongated faces, 
large eyes, black hair... and this one appears to be naked.

SELLICK
Get away from her!

The husband -- SELLICK -- stands in the doorway, dressed in a 
robe and holding a knife.

MACHAY FEMALE
What is it?!

RORY
(jumping out of bed)

Listen, hey, now, I was just-- she’s 
not-- what in the name of hell is 
going on--

(Sellick throws the knife, 
just missing Rory)

I see. Well said.

Rory sprints at Sellick -- who flinches away -- and pushes 
past him for the stairs.
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INT. SECOND HOUSE - KITCHEN - SUNSET

Rory stops in the kitchen, almost running into THREE MACHAY 
CHILDREN sitting at the table. All three look at him. ALL 
THREE SCREAM.

Rory turns around to see Sellick charging down the stairs, 
knife in hand, SCREAMING TOO. So RORY DOES THE SAME.

But just before he’s garroted by Sellick, everyone but Rory 
disappears. And, lo and behold, he’s naked again. He looks 
around... the room is different, things have been moved 
around.

It’s sunrise, and his clothes are piled up in the corner -- 
with his wedding ring on top.

EXT. STREET - SUNRISE

Slipping on his ring again, he steps out the door -- the 
broken glass now padded over -- to a bright sunrise. He fixes 
the clasp on his watch, then looks up at another of those 
“DROP EVERYTHING” signs.

RORY
Oh. Oh. I know this one.

EXT. TOWN SQUARE - DAY

The square is, again, full of leftover market material. Rory 
enters, looking at his watch, and picks up what looks like a 
piece of fruit.

RORY
Food. Okay, Pond, don’t let me down.

And he waits.

LATER: Almost sunset now, again, and Rory sits on the plinth 
of the Rongai statue.

RORY (CONT’D)
(singing ‘Valley-O’)

With the flea on the chick and the 
chick in the egg and the egg in the 
nest and the nest on the twig and the 
twig on the branch and the branch on 
the tree and tree in the hole and the 
hole in the bog and the bog down in 
the--

"Episode Title" 8.



In a split second, the square is FULL OF MACHAY -- in one 
swift movement, they all bend down and pick up the items on 
the ground. Market life kicks back into gear, people wandering 
back and forth, others busking, others just hanging out. And 
it’s sunrise again.

A FEMALE SCREAM RINGS OUT, as Rory springs to life.

RORY (CONT’D)
(trying to calm the crowd)

Okay, okay, don’t mind me. Just-- be 
cool.

He turns and runs right into LILLIAS -- the Machay princess, 
the equivalent of a teenage girl, dressed in regal gear -- 
surrounded by GUARDS. She SCREAMS AGAIN.

RORY (CONT’D)
Ow. Ow.

MACHAY GUARD
He’s after the Princess!

RORY
Amy! Amy, I’m after Amy Pond!

(he runs away from a spear-
wielding Guard)

Amy! Amy!

Running through the crowd, he elicits SHOUTS and SCREAMS 
everywhere he goes -- until he spots a flash of red hair at a 
nearby stall.

RORY (CONT’D)
Amy!

He pushes his way through, knocking people and things over 
until he’s almost there.

RORY (CONT’D)
Amy! It’s me!

She begins to turn her head, but before he can see her face 
she disappears. And so does everyone else. And it’s dawn.

RORY (CONT’D)
Amy...

Naked (again, and shivering) he looks down at his clothes on 
the ground. Folded, with the ring, and a note: “WAIT HERE”.

LATER: He stands in the square, clothed. There are far fewer 
items strewn around now, as if the Square has been cleared out 
for him. He tries to juggle three pieces of fruit, but fails.
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RORY (CONT’D)
Question the first: where am I?

(he tries to juggle again, 
but fails again)

Question the second: where’d the 
night-time go?

(tries again, fails again, 
and looks to the statue)

Question the third: if those are the 
Rongai, then who are the tall, pale 
and scream-y?

LATER: He attempts a hand-stand... and fails.

LATER AGAIN: He stands where he lost Amy (it’s sunset again), 
crossing his fingers.

RORY (CONT’D)
Come on, Ames.

A tap on the shoulder -- he spins around to find Amy, The 
Doctor (picking up a stopwatch), and a shocked ERASIL (the 
Machay King), DEMELSA (the Machay Queen) and Lillias. And the 
guards again.

Everyone wears similar clothing, decorated or personalised but 
basically a dark green, organic-looking material underneath.

RORY (CONT’D)
Oh. Question the fir--

Amy kisses him fiercely, clinging to his hair, pushing up 
against him. It’s been a little while.

THE DOCTOR
(impatient, looking at the 
stopwatch)

Amy...

AMY
(pulling away)

Okay, Rory, okay... this is the 
Rongai homeworld, but they don’t live 
here anymore. They haven’t for 
decades, the Machay live here now.

(gesturing to the family)
 This is the royal family...

RORY
(looking to the princess, 
guiltily)

Sorry about the...
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King Erasil COUGHS, and Amy pulls Rory’s face back to hers. 
Quickly quickly quickly...

AMY
Since the Rongai left--

THE DOCTOR
Twenty.

AMY
Damn. Damn. I’ll explain, dear, just 
wait here and I’ll explain. I miss y--

And they all disappear again. And it’s dawn.

Rory looks down for his clothes, but they’re gone. Instead 
it’s a set of robes and what looks like an electrical device. 
And a digital camera, with an envelope on top.

He turns the camera on. As Rory comes to terms with his 
surroundings, it’s INTERCUT with Amy and The Doctor’s 
recording (taken in the Square).

ON-SCREEN: Amy holds the camera to her face.

AMY ON SCREEN
Okay, is this on? It’s... yeah. Okay, 
hello dear. Firstly, put on the robe.

(beat)
We can wait.

He quickly slips on the robe.

AMY ON SCREEN (CONT’D)
Now attach the thingies on that 
thingy to the little yokes at the 
bottom of the dressy thing.

He quickly does so, kneeling down.

AMY ON SCREEN (CONT’D)
Now flick the switch on the thingy.

Rory obliges, and SCREAMS in shock.

AMY ON SCREEN (CONT’D)
Sorry about that darling, thought you 
wouldn’t play along if you knew. The 
robe is now a living organism -- 
don’t worry it’s not as disgusting or 
sexy as it sounds -- so that’ll get 
rid of the nudity problem. Now turn 
around.
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He looks, and finds a small table set up. Dinner, candles, 
even a tankard of some sort of ale. He smiles...

AMY ON SCREEN (CONT’D)
(she holds up the tankard)

Don’t. Get. Langered.

THE DOCTOR ON SCREEN
(taking the camera)

Right, Rory. Time to do some 
explaining.

The Doctor and Amy continue speaking over the following, 
occasionally cutting to them when necessary...

LATER: Rory sits at the table, eating and looking at the 
camera.

THE DOCTOR ON SCREEN (CONT’D)
(pointing to the Rongai 
statue)

This is the Rongai homeworld, but 
they’re gone. Decades ago there was 
an invasion of sorts. I don’t want to 
get into the specifics because 
they’re not relevant right now, but 
the Machay live here now.

ON-SCREEN: Amy -- in glamorous assistant mode -- holds up a 
drawing of the Machay.

Rory smiles, and opens the letter she left him. It’s his 
wedding ring, with a note: “DON’T WORRY, I KEEP DROPPING MINE 
TOO”.

EXT. SUBURB STREET - DAY

Rory walks the street, a little cold in his robe.

THE DOCTOR ON SCREEN
Since the Rongai left, there’s been a 
problem with the planet. The Machay 
only exist at night-- every sunrise 
they disappear, and re-appear at 
sunset.

INT. HOUSE - KITCHEN - DAY

Rory flicks through the sketch book.
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THE DOCTOR ON SCREEN
Every living thing disappears for 
half of the day, then pops back like 
it was never gone. Except of course 
everything non-living doesn’t 
disappear with them.

LATER: Rory sits at the table, eating a sandwich.

AMY ON SCREEN
(butting her head into the 
recording)

Hence the nudity. And if you think 
you had trouble imagine what it was 
like in front of about a dozen Machay 
guards.

THE DOCTOR ON SCREEN
The nudity--

AMY ON SCREEN
(bouncing back into frame)

Chilly.

EXT. CITY STREET - DAY

Rory tries again to juggle, badly...

THE DOCTOR ON SCREEN
The nudity is a problem. And the fact 
that they keep dropping things if 
they don’t put them down before 
the... well let’s call it the 
interval.

ON-SCREEN: The Doctor points the camera at a smashed glass 
among the carefully placed items in the square.

Rory looks up at a “DROP EVERYTHING” sign, before walking 
onwards.

THE DOCTOR ON SCREEN (CONT’D)
The bigger problem is that you seem 
to be doing a different shift.

AMY ON SCREEN 
Typical nurse.

A NOISE from behind Rory, and he spins around. Nothing. But 
he’s being watched, from the shadows. SOMETHING MOVES, but 
Rory doesn’t notice, and moves on.
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ON-SCREEN: As The Doctor speaks, Amy enthusiastically points 
at a drawing (clock/pie chart) representing Rory’s 
predicament. Complete with poorly-drawn versions of the three 
of them. Amy’s been very, let’s say “generous”, to herself.

THE DOCTOR ON SCREEN
Okay, Rory, imagine an even daytime-
nighttime split. Myself, Amy, all the 
Machay, we’re here at night-time. Now 
imagine you’re almost - almost - on 
the exact opposite shift. Daytime. 
Except for twenty-seven seconds every 
evening you overlap with us. The end 
of your shift, the beginning of ours. 
Sunset. That’s bad. What’s worse is 
that the TARDIS is gone. We’re 
assuming, we’re hoping it’s 
completely on day-time. It hasn’t 
been seen at all, and we’ve been 
looking, so we’re also assuming that 
it doesn’t overlap like you do.

Rory walks up to the TARDIS, just sitting in the middle of the 
street where he left it.

THE DOCTOR ON SCREEN (CONT’D)
As an organic creature of sorts, it’s 
jumping as well, except it’s stuck 
completely on day-time. No overlap. I 
believe whatever’s happening has a 
tendency to shunt organisms to one 
shift or the other, but the 
intervention of the TARDIS seems to 
have messed this up for you.

Rory pushes on the door.

THE DOCTOR ON SCREEN (CONT’D)
(holding the TARDIS key)

And the key, organic as well, is with 
me. Both are jumping -- one on day-
time, one on night-time. Even if I 
gave you the key during the overlap, 
it would disappear before the TARDIS 
re-appeared for you. No overlap, no 
way in. And no way out of this mess.

LATER: Rory runs into the door of the TARDIS. No effect.

THE DOCTOR ON SCREEN (CONT’D)
Obviously it’s impossible to enter 
without the key.

LATER: Rory tries to use a metal pole on the hinge.
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AMY ON SCREEN 
Please don’t injure yourself trying, 
dear.

LATER: Rory sits on the ground, rubbing his arm.

EXT. TOWN SQUARE - DAY

Rory attempts another handstand...

THE DOCTOR ON SCREEN
(pointing the camera at 
the Machay family, at a 
distance)

Myself and Amy have befriended the 
Machay royal family, but we are still 
playing our cards somewhat close to 
our chest. For instance, the Machay 
believe this to be a natural feature 
of the planet.

EXT. CITY HALL - DAY

An expansive, governmental building hewn from stone -- Rory 
lays on one of the marble steps out front, gnawing on another 
sandwich.

THE DOCTOR ON SCREEN
I visited the Rongai on several 
occasions when they lived here, and I 
know that this isn’t the case. Rory, 
I am going to find out why this is 
happening and stop it.

Some dust drops to the ground in front of Rory. He looks to 
the top of the building, but there’s nothing there. We hear 
something though, the SOUND OF FLESH RUNNING ON STONE.

THE DOCTOR ON SCREEN (CONT’D)
I believe getting into the TARDIS 
should be our main objective as 
that’s what pushed you out of sync in 
the first place.

AMY ON SCREEN
Teach you to forget your jacket.
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THE DOCTOR ON SCREEN
Rory, I think that if you can just 
get back into the TARDIS you’ll be 
able to force it back over to this 
side. Please delete this recording. 
You can leave ones for me with Amy.

AMY ON SCREEN
(taking the camera again)

See you on top of the clock tower, 
dear.

EXT. CLOCK TOWER - BALCONY - SUNSET

The head of the tower is a flat, open platform, offering a 360-
degree view of the surrounding city. Stairs lead up into it, 
again all wide, designed for larger creatures than the Machay.

Rory climbs up the steps, holding the camera. Chalk footprints 
are drawn on the ground, “STAND HERE” scrawled beside them. He 
stands in place, and then sees Amy’s wedding ring on the 
ground in front of him.

RORY
Oh.

Amy appears suddenly in front of him, smiling. Both look down 
at her ring, both move for it. They butt heads.

AMY
Ow.

RORY
Ow.

AMY
Keeps coming off.

Rory kneels down, picks it up, and slips it on her finger. 
Like a second proposal.

AMY (CONT’D)
Still better than the first time.

RORY
(standing)

I’d had a smidgen to drink.

AMY
You’d had all the smidgens to drink.

They look at each other, longingly. Then to the sunset.

RORY
So this is what we get?

"Episode Title" 16.



AMY
Yep. The Doctor’s working on it. 
Don’t worry.

She smiles to him. He smiles back, and she disappears. His 
ring is on the ground now, and it’s dawn. He slips it on.

MUCH, MUCH LATER: There are now a hundred-and-one things 
scattered around the balcony: a dining table, umbrellas, 
writing paper, sketches, flowers, makeshift tennis rackets. A 
bed.

The ground has different chalk sketches, some drawings, some 
footprints, some technical. “AP hearts RW”.

Rory -- now sporting a respectable beard -- stands staring out 
into the sunset. He turns, holding up some juggling balls. He 
looks at his watch and throws.

Amy appears, catches a ball, and they juggle back and forth.

VARIOUS SHOTS: He gives her a piggyback. She throws food into 
his mouth, which he catches. They kiss. The Doctor with them 
both, talking things through. Drawing things. Juggling as 
well. The Machay family, just Lillias and Amy. Machay guards 
and civilians.

Rory picks up the ring Amy dropped. Again and again and again.

Rory and Amy dance across the balcony, stepping into chalk 
outlines they've drawn for themselves. From a nearby building, 
SOMETHING WATCHES them dance.

VARIOUS SHOTS: Rory sketches Amy quickly where she stands. 
They both do expert handstands across the balcony, fighting to 
knock each other over with their feet. He slips the ring on to 
her finger. Again and again and again.

LATER: Rory lies in the bed, which is now in the centre of the 
balcony. He's under the covers, waiting. His hair is shaggier, 
beard longer again. He stares at her wedding ring, resting on 
her pillow.

After a moment, Amy appears beside him, facing away. He 
snuggles into her. She plays with the ring.

AMY (CONT’D)
I miss--

RORY
We’ll be fine.

A heavy, sad silence. He reaches across, slipping the ring on 
her finger.
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RORY (CONT’D)
I was thinking. If twenty-seven 
seconds is all we ever get--

AMY
Then that’s more than most.

Silence again.

AMY (CONT’D)
We’ll be fine.

She disappears. Rory -- over the covers now, and it’s dawn -- 
stares at his wedding ring, left sitting on her pillow.

MUCH LATER AGAIN: Rory sits on the balcony edge, looking into 
the sunset. He’s made subtle adjustments to his robe, comfort 
or fashion or both. The video camera next to him. On the 
ground behind him is Amy’s ring -- he hasn’t picked it up.

Amy appears beside him, her hands away from the edge -- didn’t 
want to drop her ring. But Rory is distracted -- his hands 
wave over the edge.

AMY (CONT’D)
(pulling his hand back)

Heya. Got your message, just wanted 
to see what’s up--

RORY
I want to see The Doctor.

AMY
You see The Doctor all the--

RORY
(moving his hands again)

On his own.

AMY
(pulling them back)

Rory--

RORY
Look, I just-- I want to know if this 
thing is permanent or-- if it’s going 
to harm me. Side-effects. If I’m 
dying he won’t tell me in front of--

AMY
(pulling his hands again)

Rory, I--
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RORY
(angry)

What?

AMY
Fine.

She disappears, as does his ring. He looks down.

RORY
Oh.

Beside him, though, the ring is safe and sound. A note 
underneath: “DUDE. SERIOUSLY. Doc will be there.”

EXT. CITY HALL - SUNSET

Rory sits on the steps, eating another sandwich. He flicks 
through the camera -- PICTURES OF AMY. Personal, emotive -- 
taken just for him.

RORY
With the branch on the tree and the 
tree in the hole and...

(glancing at his watch)
Whoops.

He stands quickly, jogging and brushing crumbs off his robe.

RORY (CONT’D)
Typical.

He runs right into an open cellar door at the side of the 
street. He SCREAMS.

INT. CELLAR - SUNSET

He’s caught a beam under the trapdoor, stopping himself 
falling any further. The place is dark, grimy.

RORY
Oh. Oh. Thank... oh.

His breath catches. There’s a female Rongai, to be known as 
AGASKA, in the corner of the cellar. There’s a red tint to the 
tail, and the subtle differences in her size, hide growth, and 
even the look of her “face” indicate she’s not fully grown 
(though we’ll find that out later).

They stare at each other for a moment. She breaks for him, 
ROARING.
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EXT. CITY STREET - SUNSET

RORY
(pulling himself up)

Balls balls balls balls balls...
(behind him, she emerges)

Balls.

EXT. TOWN SQUARE - SUNSET

RORY
(sprinting for the town 
square)

Oh it’s a little bit chilly I think 
I’ll go back to my bloody room and 
get my bloody jacket well who’s 
bloody now you bloody--

Another ROAR. Rory GULPS, barrelling into the

INT. CLOCK TOWER - STAIRWELL - SUNSET

and up the Vertigo-like stone stairs.

RORY
(glancing back)

No no no no no no.

EXT. CLOCK TOWER - BALCONY - SUNSET

RORY
(running out)

Doctor! Doctor!

But he’s not here yet. Rory backs away from the entrance as 
Agaska bursts out. She knocks against the edge of the balcony, 
knocking a chunk out of it as she ROARS again.

RORY (CONT’D)
(backing away)

Just you wait-- I have-- I have 
special... powers. You stay away from 
me, I will kill you with my... 
powers.

(she pauses)
That’s right. Super powers!

She ROARS again, and races at him.
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RORY (CONT’D)
(raising his hands to his 
face)

Powers powers powers powers--
(he falls back to the 
ground, as she leaps into 
the air)

Powers!

Agaska disappears. Rory peeks through his fingers.

RORY (CONT’D)
(pleased with himself)

Wow.

THE DOCTOR
Rory?

RORY
(looking around to find 
The Doctor)

Doc! Doc, I was just-- scorpidillo, 
scorpi-- attack of the scorpidillo 
monster--

THE DOCTOR
Rongai? Impossible--

RORY
No, no, no, not impossible. Not 
impossible at all in fact right...

(he gestures to where the 
Rongai was in mid-air)

...here it was, leaping through the 
air with scorpidillo-like accuracy. 
Doc, you’ve got to help, you’ve got 
to--

THE DOCTOR
(pulling Rory out of the 
way)

Will do.

The Doctor disappears. Dawn. AN ALIEN GROAN, and Rory turns 
around. Agaska is in a cage now, surrounding the area she had 
been when she was in mid-air. She THRASHES against the bars.

RORY
Aha! See? Powers!

She THRASHES HARDER, and Rory GULPS, stepping back. He spots 
Amy’s wedding ring on the ground, and picks it up.
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RORY (CONT’D)
Not so pointy now, are we?

AGASKA
Filthy Machay!

RORY
Hey! I may be filthy but I am not... 
You speak?

AGASKA
Let me go.

RORY
Not bloody likely.

AGASKA
We will end you all.

RORY
Okay, first of all, there’s no all, 
there’s just me. And second of all, 
I’m not Machay, and third of all 
you’re in a cage so--

AGASKA
We will end you all!

RORY
Okay, again, not a Machay. Hu-man. 
“Hu” as in Grant, “man” as in... Hugh 
Grant.

AGASKA
(like a children’s rhyme)

“Two legs, two arms, one head, no 
tail. No mercy gave nor pause to 
fail.” 

RORY
Hey now it just happens that an awful 
lot -- an awful, awful lot actually -- 
of aliens have that particular limb-
to-head ratio, but I assure you that--

AGASKA
We will have our revenge.

(she thrashes against the 
bars again)

RORY
Look. Okay. I get it, the Machay 
stole your planet. And you... 
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you what, punished them by sticking 
them on night-time. And now you’re 
back to--

AGASKA
We never left!

(even as an alien 
creature, we can see she 
regrets saying this)

RORY
What?

AGASKA
Nothing.

RORY
But--

AGASKA
I said nothing.

She does the Rongai equivalent of sulking and turns away. Rory 
rolls his eyes.

LATER: Near sunset now. Rory throws a piece of fruit through 
the bars of the cage.

RORY
(patronising)

Come on. If you don’t eat you won’t 
grow up big and strong like--

(she GROWLS)
Aha! I knew it! You’re not a full-
grown Rongai, you don’t look like the 
statues. You’re a... you’re a 
teenager.

(she GROWLS again)
Look. I’m sorry about what happened 
here but I’m not Machay and I’m not 
responsible for it.

Agaska eyes him up, deciding whether he’s worth talking to. 
Eventually...

AGASKA
The statue in the town square. My 
father sculpted it. Many years ago.

(Rory latches on to this, 
thinking)

I am Agaska. I am fifteen. And a 
half.

Rory smiles.
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RORY
I’d shake your hand but--

(she disappears, replaced 
by The Doctor and Amy)

AMY
(clearly upset, she’s been 
waiting the whole day to 
find out if...)

You’re okay. He’s o--

RORY
Yes. Yes. But...

(he points to the camera 
on the ground)

I need some things, explained better 
in there. Weapons, and some proof I’m 
not Machay, and... have you told them 
about the Rongai?

THE DOCTOR
Cards close to the chest?

RORY
Yep. I think there are more of them, 
but can’t be many.

(shakes his head)
Look, it’s all in the camera. The 
important thing now is... doc, can 
you draw me the TARDIS key?

THE DOCTOR
What? Why?

RORY
I may be in the market to sculpt a 
new one.

(Amy goes to speak but...)
Don’t worry, I’m...

But Amy disappears again, replaced by the familiar dawn -- and 
Agaska, now accompanied by four more fully-grown RONGAI.

RORY (CONT’D)
...fine. Hey guys.

GUSKALA
Filthy Machay!

GUSKALA’s a full-grown Rongai, male (a green tint to his tail) 
-- the commanding leader of the group. 
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Also part of the group are LAGUSKA (male, lumbering, heavy-
weight type, a bit clumsy) SKALAGA (male, slender, his tail 
longer than the others) and GASKLULLA (female, red tail, 
bigger eyes and mouth), hanging to the back. Observing.

Guskala moves for Rory, who falls over. He grabs the camera.

RORY
No, no, look... look...

(flicking through the 
photos frantically)

Oh, no... that’s private, not that 
one, no, no...

(his eyes widen)
Haha... no.... Yes!

(he holds the camera up to 
Guskala)

ON-SCREEN: Amy and the Doctor (giving thumbs up) with some 
solemn-looking Machay guards. Amy holds a piece of paper 
pointing to the Doctor and her - it says “HUMAN”. The Doctor’s 
points at the guards - it says “MACHAY”. They hold in place, 
frozen, waiting for the photo to take.

AMY
(grabbing the camera)

Oh, hang on. It’s taking a video, 
hang on--

ON-SCREEN: The video cuts out.

RORY
See? Amy’s my fiance and the Doctor 
is, well he’s... also not Machay.

(he looks to the camera, 
flicking to the next 
picture -- it’s the 
TARDIS key. He smiles)

So you see, not Machay. Not 
responsible for stealing your 
planet...

Guskala GROWLS, moving in for the kill.

AGASKA
Dad!

RORY
Dad?

GUSKALA
Agaska.
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RORY
Agaska, look--

Guskala breaks for Rory, who backs away, grabbing a spear. 
Guskala easily rips it from Rory and snaps it in his jaws.

RORY (CONT’D)
(fumbling for anything, 
any kind of answer)

She’s alive!
(Guskala stops -- this 
might work)

Agaska is alive. Your daughter is 
alive, which means I haven’t told the 
Machay about you or they would have 
put a bomb in there with her or 
something--

GASKLULLA
(hissing)

Why the cage?

RORY
The Doctor. The non-curvy non-red-
head human. Just to keep me safe. But 
they haven’t told the Machay. I made 
them promise not to tell them about 
you guys.

LAGUSKA
(almost funnily peeved)

We are not “guys”. And... why?

RORY
I don’t know. You’re the underdog?

(he smiles, and gives a 
thumbs up -- he looks 
like an idiot)

EXT. TOWN SQUARE - DAY

Rory and the Rongai eat food from the stalls in the square. 
The Rongai “tail” separates out into two distinct arms, each 
with nimble fingers for such tasks.

RORY
Guskala?

GUSKALA
I know. “Guskala and the donkey 
crossbow”.

(he chuckles. Rory 
doesn’t. 
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Obviously this is going 
way over Rory’s head. 
Guskala coughs...)

Um... yes. It was my father’s name.

RORY
Okay.

(pointing around the 
square at each)

Agaska, Guskala, Laguska, Skalaga 
and... 

(pointing at Gasklulla)
Sharon?

AGASKA
Gasklulla.

RORY
Ah, yes. Gasklulla.

GUSKALA
You mock us?

(he begins a GROWL but--)

RORY
Yes. No! No. In my culture, human 
culture, humour is a sign of nerves. 
And friendship. And obedience.

(he looks around, must 
change the subject to--)

So how long have you been here?

Guskala and Lagaska exchange a look -- “Should we tell him?”.

RORY (CONT’D)
Or, other topics. Hair... care?

GUSKALA
(figuring why not)

We never left. We stayed here. To 
make sure the device worked as 
intended.

RORY
Well... nicely.

GUSKALA
It did not work as intended. We 
thought they would occupy minutes of 
our day. Easily eradicated by a small 
team. We didn’t expect this... half-
life. Them trapped in the darkness, 
us in the light. 
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Our people were to return once the 
Machay had been destroyed.

(he falls silent)

RORY
But they didn’t.

GUSKALA
What would they return to? We have 
failed. All we can do now is live our 
lives in the light, never leaving 
evidence of our presence.

AGASKA
I was born here. My mother was part 
of the originals who remained.

(behind them, Laguska 
knocks over a stall-- 
Agaska runs to him)

Do you want to be noticed?

Rory pulls out sheets of paper-- drawings of the TARDIS key.

GUSKALA
(quieter, careful not to 
be overheard)

The Machay... they suspected, many 
years ago, that something was on the 
other side of the divide. Traps were 
laid.

RORY
Agaska’s mother.

GUSKALA
My wife.

(he glances to Agaska, re-
stacking the stall 
carefully)

Agaska would have been terrified had 
she known. We were very cautious 
after that and-- that thinking seems 
to have subsided.

RORY
I... I appreciate your honesty.

(he holds out the drawings 
of the key)

Agaska said you could sculpt?

Guskala takes the drawings from him, examining them.
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EXT. CLOCK TOWER - BALCONY - SUNSET

Rory waits, dancing in and out of the chalk footprints. The 
Doctor and Amy appear.

AMY
You’re okay! I knew he’d be okay.

RORY
(he grabs Amy’s hand, but 
speaks quickly -- can’t 
waste a second)

Okay, so... met more Rongai. All on 
the camera.

(to The Doctor)
Thanks for the key specs Doc, keep 
them coming. I’ve asked the guys--

AMY
The guys--

RORY
The Rongai, who may just be the right-
guy...

(he makes a rimshot sound)
...if they can sculpt us a shiny new 
TARDIS key from the materials you so 
rightly pointed out this planet has 
in abundance.

(solemn now)
Doc, there’s only five of them left. 
Do you think there’s any way the 
Machay might not go berserk if--

THE DOCTOR
I’ll speak to--

RORY
Don’t tell them. I promised.

(to Amy)
Ames--

He leans in for a kiss, but she’s gone. Dawn.

RORY (CONT’D)
Soon. 

(he picks up his ring)
Promise.
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EXT. CITY STREET - SUNSET

The TARDIS is right where they left it. Rory and Agaska juggle 
fruit back and forth -- he’s good now. Very good. Guskala 
stands near them, carving carefully at something.

RORY
With the twig on the branch 
and the branch on the tree 
and the tree in the hole and 
the hole in the bog and the 
bog down in the--

AGASKA
With the twig on the branch 
and the branch on the tree 
and the tree in the hole and 
the hole in the bog and the 
bog down in the--

GUSKALA
Done!

Rory stops-- one of those blue lemon things hits him in the 
head, but he’s too distracted to care.

GUSKALA (CONT’D)
(holding up a makeshift, 
but carefully carved key)

I believe.

RORY
(taking the key from him)

Only one way to find out.
(moving to the door of the 
TARDIS)

Here goes nothing.

He gently raises the key to the door to try it, but just as he 
does the TARDIS, the key, and everyone else disappears-- 
replaced by an enthusiastic looking Doctor.

THE DOCTOR
Did it work?

RORY
I don’t know.

THE DOCTOR
Did you attach it to the organisizing 
device?

RORY
Is that what we’re really calling it?

(off The Doctor’s look)
I did. And, hey, it disappeared-- 
something’s happening with it.

THE DOCTOR
Rory.
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RORY
(angry)

What?

THE DOCTOR
I-- Why did you want to see me?

(Rory is confused)
Before you were attacked. Amy said 
you wanted to see me alone. Because 
you--

RORY
I wasn’t worried about this thing 
killing me.

(he takes a moment, and 
The Doctor lets him)

You two--

THE DOCTOR
(realising what he means)

Rory, I would never, ever, ever--

RORY
But there was something. Before. 
Between you two. And I need to know 
that if she makes a move--

THE DOCTOR
(assuring)

Rory--

The Doctor disappears. Dawn. The Rongai eye him up.

RORY
(a little pissed off)

What?

GUSKALA
Try the key!

RORY
Right.

He kneels down, picking up his wedding ring and the key. He 
slips on the ring, then tries the key in the door. It opens!

RORY (CONT’D)
Oh...

(turning to the others)
Oh, guys...

But Agaska and Guskala aren’t looking at him, they’re looking 
down the street. Lagaska is dragging a flat cart towards them -
- the perfect thing for moving the TARDIS.
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But that’s not what Rory’s looking at. He’s spotted a small 
device, tucked into the fold where Guskala’s tail pieces meet. 
It’s flashing. This is something out of the ordinary, 
something they didn’t tell him.

Rory shuts the door of the TARDIS before anyone notices.

RORY (CONT’D)
(quietly)

No luck.

GUSKALA
(turning)

What?

RORY
I said no luck.

(he tucks the key away)

LAGASKA
(dragging the cart to a 
rest beside the TARDIS)

There. Can we move this thing to the 
square?

GUSKALA
(moving to the TARDIS)

Truth.

RORY
(waving them back)

Hang on a minute...

Rory kneels down to the ground, pulling a piece of chalk from 
his pocket.

LATER: They finish loading the TARDIS on to the cart. Lagaska, 
Agaska and Gulaska help drag it away. Rory follows behind, 
leaving a message written on the ground for The Doctor:

“I NEED TO KNOW YOU’D STEP UP. IF THAT’S WHAT SHE NEEDS.”

EXT. CLOCK TOWER - BALCONY - SUNSET

Rory and Agaska kick a make-shift football back and forth, 
goals (and high nets) set up on each side.

AGASKA
These... Wolverhampton Warriors.

RORY
Wanderers.
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AGASKA
They rule this league.

RORY
(beat)

Yes. They haven’t lost a match in... 
living memory.

AGASKA
They must be very good.

She kicks the ball hard at Rory -- he catches it, winded.

RORY
(breathing hard)

Cheers.
(a bit of fancy footwork, 
he returns the favour)

Your father... he was showing me that 
little thingamy he carries around.

AGASKA
Thingamy?

RORY
Doohickey. Whatchamacallit. Little 
flashy thing.

AGASKA
The tracker?

RORY
(he chances his luck)

Yep. So... any tracking of late? Much 
use for it?

AGASKA
Not bloody likely.

(Rory smirks at the 
English-ism)

Unless the Rongai fleet have been 
hanging in orbit. Thing hasn’t 
flashed in years. Why was he showing 
it to you?

But before Rory can make up a lie, she disappears. It’s Amy 
and The Doctor (who hangs back, still uncomfortable).

AMY
(oblivious)

Did the key work?
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RORY
Yes. Thank you.

(to The Doctor)
Thank you. But that’s not the 
important thing right now.

(to Amy)
Ames, I think the Rongai are back. Or 
nearby.

(Amy merely nods, 
listening -- she knows by 
now not to lose time by 
speaking)

I think they might have a ship 
coming. I don’t know what’s going to 
happen when they arrive.

THE DOCTOR
What? Rory, that won’t help.

RORY
(”duh, Doc”)

Well, that’s not exactly--

THE DOCTOR
No. Rory, I mean whatever happened 
way back then is still happening. Any 
of them that arrive are going to be 
stuck on day-time as well. They’ll 
wipe out the Machay in secret.

MACHAY GUARD
(O/S)

What?

Rory looks past The Doctor and Amy -- the Guard heard 
everything. And then they disappear. Dawn.

AMY ON SCREEN
--the Machay hunter who killed 
Agaska’s mother, he’s putting 
together a team, traps--

Rory turns -- Agaska is holding the video camera. She flicks 
the recording back to the beginning.

AMY ON SCREEN (CONT’D)
(she is quiet -- RIOTOUS 
VOICES in the background)

Rory, you need to be careful. They’ve 
discovered that we’ve been keeping 
the Rongai secret. The Machay hunter 
who killed Agaska’s mother, he’s 
putting together a team, traps, even 
bombs--
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(Agaska flicks the 
recording back again)

The Machay hunter who killed Agaska’s 
mother, he’s putting together a team--

Agaska ROARS -- throaty, bellowing, a cry of mourning and rage 
-- and smashes the camera.

RORY
(he tries to calm her)

Agaska...

But she bolts through the doorway and down. Another ROAR and 
she’s gone.

EXT. TOWN SQUARE - DAY

Rory runs out of the clock tower. No sign of her.

GUSKALA
(arriving through the 
arch, followed by a 
limping Gasklulla)

Rory!

RORY
Guskala. Listen, Agaska’s--

GUSKALA
Rory, you need to watch out for 
traps. It appears they’ve become 
aware of our presence again, 
Gasklulla was almost killed by a 
rudimentary-- what about Agaska?

EXT. CITY STREET - DAY

Rory and Guskala search the street -- the others have, 
presumably, split off to find her.

RORY
Is there anywhere else she talked 
about going? Any houses? Any views 
she thought--

GUSKALA
I told you, I don’t know where she 
is.

RORY
We need to find her. You didn’t see 
how she--
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Guskala suddenly turns on Rory, using his tail to pick him up 
and slam him into a wall. He pins him there. This is the 
fiercest we’ve seen Guskala, but he is also strangely 
controlled.

RORY (CONT’D)
Gusk--

GUSKALA
Listen to me. I know my daughter and 
I know how she feels.

RORY
I don’t think--

GUSKALA
She was my wife. My wife. I know how 
Agaska feels.

RORY
Then you know that she’s probably 
searching for a way to get revenge on 
the Machay.

GUSKALA
And what of it? Is that not what they 
wish to do to us?

Rory slides out of Guskala’s grasp and drop to the ground. But 
he doesn’t run, he stands straight up to Guskala. Face to 
face. Furious.

RORY
That is my wife over there. And if 
anything happens to her I will make 
this half-life torture of yours seem 
like a distant paradise. Starting 
with you and ending with the last 
shrivelling deck hand you’ve got 
stationed on that ship up there.

GUSKALA
You know.

RORY
I know they’re back.

(pleading now)
Listen to me, Guskala, your daughter 
is grieving because of a war she 
didn’t have any hand in. And now 
she’s going to take revenge, and I 
guarantee you that she’s going to get 
someone just as innocent as her 
killed on the other side. 
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You owe her better than turning her 
into an instrument of your war.

Rory just walks away, continuing the search.

GUSKALA
What else is there but this war?

Rory doesn’t answer, but his face says he might just have an 
answer to that question.

GUSKALA (CONT’D)
Rory!

RORY
(not looking back)

She’ll strike at sunset!

EXT. TOWN SQUARE - SUNSET

Rory sits on the plinth of the statue, staring at the TARDIS. 
Key in his hand, the TARDIS on his mind. He looks up as the 
Rongai search party returns.

GUSKALA
(off Rory’s hopeful look)

Nothing.

RORY
We need to think about damage 
control.

LAGASKA
(limping to a stall, 
sarcastic)

Is that right?

RORY
You think there’s any chance of peace 
if she does something to those 
people?

GASKLULLA
(laughing)

“People”.

GUSKALA
There is no peace here, Rory.

RORY
What about a truce? An armistice.
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LAGASKA
And then what? Our people live their 
lives in the sky? Subsisting on ship 
rations and the hope that we’ll find 
another planet that can sustain us? 
We need this place to survive.

RORY
Then why don’t you both live here?

LAGASKA
You’ve seen the other side. They are 
crowded in. There is no space.

RORY
So you want to just kill them?

GUSKALA
(smashing a fruit stall)

It was our planet first!

RORY
(he’s getting seriously 
exasperated now)

Well it’s not any more, okay! It’s 
not. And there’s no going back to the 
way things--

He stops. It’s Agaska. She slowly enters the square. Head low, 
tail tucked underneath her -- she doesn’t even look at them as 
she moves to the centre.

GUSKALA
Agaska...

AGASKA
(solemn, still not looking 
at them)

I found one of their traps.

She slowly pulls her tail up. She’s holding a makeshift bomb.

RORY
No.

He sprints at her-- she ROARS, throws the bomb in the air, and 
disappears.

And suddenly it’s a bustling town square, FULL OF MACHAY.

RORY (CONT’D)
Run! Everybody run!
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The Machay begin SCREAMING, people rushing away. The bomb hits 
the ground. BEEPING, FLASHING. Faster and faster.

AMY
Rory!

She’s at the far edge of the square.

RORY
(as he pushes people away 
from the bomb)

Amy, run!

Stalls go flying, people falling over each other. The guards 
desperately try to push people away from the bomb.

Right in front of Rory, Princess Lillias falls to the ground, 
unconscious. He grabs her, dragging her away.

RORY (CONT’D)
Run!

He pushes through, Lillias wrapped around him.

MACHAY GUARD
He’s got the Princess!

RORY
Come on come on come on come on--

The bomb goes off-- all Rory sees is light, all he hears is 
white noise, and the force throws him off his feet.

In mid-air, everything -- including Lillias - disappears, and 
he lands at dawn, in a pile of rubble. Unconscious. With the 
sound of screams and the bomb still ringing in his ears.

EXT. CLOCK TOWER - BALCONY - DAY

His eyes first, opening slowly.

RORY
The alarm...

He comes to, realising where he is. On top of the tower. And 
inside the cage where he once kept Agaska.

She sits at the other side of the balcony.

RORY (CONT’D)
(climbing to his feet)

You idiot. You idiot child--
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AGASKA
They killed my mother.

RORY
Your mother stayed behind to fight a 
war. You set off a bomb in a square 
full of stall workers and schoolkids.

AGASKA
“Two legs, two arms--”

RORY
You are no better than them.

AGASKA
We are. We will wipe them out 
entirely, instead of--

RORY
Letting you live?

GUSKALA
(entering from below)

Taking our land from beneath us. 
Using our history and our legacy as 
dirt to grow their own.

RORY
You know that once your people touch 
ground they’ll be stuck like you?

GUSKALA
We know that when they arrive they 
will be trapped in the light, yes. 
But that won’t matter if we can use 
your machine to travel back and 
forth. You live in the day and the 
night, at least partially. We could 
do the same.

RORY
And then what? Just slaughter the 
Machay? They have weapons too.

GUSKALA
The Machay are comfortable, settled. 
We are warriors, survivors. They 
turned us into a people capable of 
surviving anything. They will stay in 
their homes and we will raze them to 
the ground. Stand upon their bodies 
and start once more.
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RORY
You’re both going to kill each other, 
and destroy the planet in the 
process. Why not--

GUSKALA
There is nowhere else, Rory. For us 
to live, or for them. This planet is 
not large enough to support both 
species. We thank you for your help 
and your friendship. And now we thank 
you for your key.

RORY
It’s not finished.

AGASKA
It will be.

RORY
No it won’t. This is the key to a 
time machine.

He gathers himself, thinking. He looks at the gap in the 
balcony wall, where Agaska smashed into it when she first 
chased him up here. An idea begins to form, something he’s not 
quite ready to verbalise...

RORY (CONT’D)
(to Agaska)

There’s a curvy red-head on the far 
side of that divide and I still don’t 
know if she survived your little 
revenge tantrum. You know what... I 
keep saying that this has nothing to 
do with me. So why not. I want out. 
Give me two more sunsets, I will send 
Amy and The Doctor to safety, I will 
check they made it, and then I will 
ask The Doctor how to finish the key. 
You give us one trip back to Earth. 
After that-- blow each other to 
whatever version of hell you happen 
to believe in. I’m out.

Silence. Agreement. Guskala nods.

RORY (CONT’D)
Good. I’ll need my watch.

LATER: Sunset. Rory stands in the cage, looking at his watch. 
Poised, waiting. Tensed. 
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AMY
--didn’t do this, he didn’t do this!

The balcony is a THRONG OF MACHAY, all SCREAMING, BAYING FOR 
RORY’S BLOOD. One even appears inside the cage with Rory -- 
who quickly knocks him out against the bars.

Amy and The Doctor -- both sporting minor injuries and charred 
clothing -- try and put themselves between the cage and the 
angry mob.

AMY (CONT’D)
(looking over her 
shoulder)

I hoped you’d be up here.

MACHAY GUARD
Kill him!

AMY
(moving to the bars)

They think you set off the bomb.

RORY
(pressing up against her)

I didn’t.

THE DOCTOR
Right, I’ll just explain that to--

(someone throws a shoe at 
his head)

Hey! Who threw that?!

Amy puts her hand through the bars, holding Rory. She has his 
wedding ring, slips it on his finger. He wipes away her tears.

RORY
Listen to me Amy, I think I may have 
a way out of this. But I need your 
help.

He whispers instructions in her ear, but all we hear is the 
SOUND OF THE CROWD SCREAMING FOR SACRIFICE.

AMY
(understanding his 
instructions)

Rory--

RORY
I--

AMY
I love you.
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And she’s gone. Dawn.

Agaska sits across from the cage, keeping an eye on him. He 
moves over to the bars, gently touching each in turn, subtly.

RORY
They think I set off the bomb. They 
want to execute me.

AGASKA
This is bigger than you. This is our 
whole species.

RORY
It’s not bigger than me, Agaska, it’s 
exactly me-sized. If it wasn’t for...

(genuine regret)
...you wouldn’t even have a chance to 
launch this attack.

AGASKA
(softening somewhat)

Do you think what we’re doing is so 
wrong?

RORY
Yes.

AGASKA
It’s our home. And it’s not built for 
two.

RORY
Is that what your mother thought?

AGASKA
I never got to ask her.

(moving on)
The others are preparing a landing 
area for the ship. You check on Amy 
and The Doctor, then give us the key. 
Go home, be married. Be happy.

RORY
I will. I...

AGASKA
What?

RORY
Will you stay with me? This last day, 
this last sunset. Seems... fitting.

She hesitates, unsure of how to take this. Then...
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AGASKA
(moving for the door)

I’ll get the football.

LATER: Sunset again. The ball sits on the ground between them, 
Rory in the cage and Agaska by the edge of the balcony.

AGASKA (CONT’D)
(staring at the sky)

It will be nice to see a full sunset.

Rory looks at his watch one more time, then jumps to his feet. 
He grabs a LARGE SYRINGE, which has been tucked into the top 
of the cage, then rips at one of the bars -- it’s been 
loosened, and comes free.

AGASKA (CONT’D)
What are you doing?!

RORY
Hoping for the best.

She ROARS for the others, a warning.

RORY (CONT’D)
(sprinting at her)

Balls.

Rory jumps on to Agaska, and jams the needle into her hide.

AGASKA
What are you...

She stumbles, ROARS again, and collapses by the balcony edge.

RORY
Right. Okay then.

GUSKALA (O.S.)
(from below)

Agaska!

Rory braces himself, listening as the RONGAI RUSH UP THE 
STAIRS. He looks at his watch, then at Guskala as he and the 
others burst out on to the balcony.

GUSKALA (CONT’D)
What are you--

RORY
I’m sorry.

GUSKALA
You--
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RORY
I’m sorry, but she’s going to be 
okay.

Rory glances at his watch, then leans down and puts all his 
strength into shoving Agaska off the broken edge of the tower.

GUSKALA
No!

The Rongai rush for Rory, but just before they get to him they 
all disappear.

AMY
Rory!

She runs for a hug, but stops as he’s so close to the edge.

RORY
Listen, the Rongai chased me up here.

(he points to the 
entrance)

Block that doorway so they can’t 
leave. You need to trap them up here 
for at least time enough to...

(no time to say it)
And I need you to kidnap Lillias.

AMY
Why?

RORY
Because I saved her life. Next 
sunset, bring her to the centre of 
the square, just before I arrive. 
Bring The Doctor too.

(he quickly kisses her)
I also need you to find something to 
break my fall.

AMY
What?

He backs towards the edge, looking at his watch.

RORY
I love you too.

He falls back off the tower.

AMY
Rory!
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He falls through the air, touching his wedding ring, eyes 
closed. The clock tower rushes by him, the ground closer and 
closer...

RORY
Come on come on come on...

Just before he hits the ground, it changes to dawn, and 
there’s a mass of hay, bed-spreads, cushions, pillows, all to 
break his fall.

He SLAMS into them.

RORY (CONT’D)
(beat, then coughing)

Ow.

He looks to his left -- an unconscious Agaska, still 
breathing.

RORY (CONT’D)
Ow.

He reaches under himself, shifting and pulling his wedding 
ring out of the pile.

RORY (CONT’D)
Right then.

LATER: Sunset. And panic. The Doctor and Amy rush through the 
square (still full of rubble) with an unconscious Lillias held 
up between them -- Guards in hot pursuit.

AMY
Come on Rory!

They stop in the centre, waiting.

DOCTOR
Where is he?

AMY
(a little less sure than 
she’d like)

He’ll-- he’s-- he’ll--

And Rory is suddenly there -- more importantly, he’s got one 
foot in the open door of the TARDIS.

DOCTOR
Geronim--

RORY
Now!
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The Doctor, Amy, Rory and Lillias pile inside.

INT. TARDIS - CONTROL ROOM

LILLIAS
(struggling out of their 
grasp)

Get off me!

RORY
(grabbing her by the 
shoulders)

Listen to me. Shut. The hell. U--

The Doctor grabs her, calming her. Leaving time for--

AMY
(pulling Rory close)

I missed you.

They embrace, wrapped around each other.

THE DOCTOR
(to Lillias)

We’re not going to hurt you, Lillias. 
You know this. Okay?

(she begins to calm)

AMY
(to Rory)

Please don’t jump off any more 
buildings.

RORY
Cool, though.

AMY
No it wasn’t.

RORY
No. It wasn’t.

They reluctantly pull apart, still holding hands.

AMY
What now?

ON Agaska, at the far side of the TARDIS, who slowly wakes up.

She jumps to her feet when she sees them all looking at her.

AGASKA
What did you do?
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RORY
Agaska, this is Lillias. She’s a 
princess in the Machay royal family. 
Say hello.

AGASKA
Filthy--

RORY
(weary)

Yes, yes, filthy Machay. But Agaska, 
I pushed you off a building and still 
managed not to kill you so obviously 
I mustn’t be that bad a guy. Now 
would you please just say hello?

AGASKA
(suspicious, but 
relenting)

Hello.

LILLIAS
(waving)

Hey.

RORY
Okay, ladies, listen carefully 
because I’m only going to say this 
once. The Rongai are coming back, 
their ship is in orbit and unless 
they hear otherwise they are going to 
land. And when they come their plan 
is to bomb this city every sunset 
until the entire Machay race is 
squished. And what’s the Machay plan, 
I hear you ask? Well I’d say it’s to 
bomb this city every sunrise. And 
that would lead to a lovely situation 
where you’ve both killed each other 
and I can use this planet as a roomy 
holiday home. Maybe convert the 
attic, maybe rent it out to alien 
backpackers on their gap year.

(Lillias almost speaks, 
but--)

Or... we could find another solution. 
Agaska, why do you need to kill the 
Machay?

AGASKA
Because they stole our planet, filthy-
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RORY
No, that’s why you want to kill the 
Machay. Why do you need to kill them?

AGASKA
This planet is not large enough to 
support two species.

LILLIAS
She’s right. There is not enough 
space.

RORY
Except? Come on, am I the only who’s 
seeing this?

(he looks to Agaska and 
Lillias -- nothing)

There’s only not enough space if you 
try to occupy the planet at the same 
time. Whatever the Rongai did, it’s 
provided a unique solution to a 
unique problem, ladies. So what I’m 
proposing is to time-share this 
lovely holiday home. The Rongai live 
here during the day, the Machay live 
here at night. Occupying the same 
space, the same houses, the same 
beds. Maybe with some re-inforcement.

(Agaska actually shoots 
him an offended look)

So what do you both say?

LILLIAS
I can’t make a decision like this. My 
father--

RORY
Your father was part of an invading 
force that stole this planet from its 
rightful owners.

LILLIAS
Out of necessity.

RORY
I don’t care what he thinks. You two 
are young, and I want you to look 
past what happened before.

(Lillias and Agaska look 
at each other)
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You have two options here: you can 
either spend the next few weeks -- 
and it will only take weeks -- 
waiting to find out if the next 
sunrise or sunset will be the one 
that kills you. Or you can agree to 
put up with the minor inconvenience 
of sharing your planet with somebody 
else.

A silence. An impatient, strained silence.

RORY (CONT’D)
No time to mull here. I need an 
answer from both of you, now, on 
behalf of your species. That you will 
not go to war.

Beat.

LILLIAS
I--

AGASKA
Okay.

LILLIAS
(beat)

Yes. Okay.

RORY
Excellent. Now shake on it.

The two slowly approach each other. Agaska unfurls her tail 
and takes a nervous Lillias’ hand.

EXT. TOWN SQUARE - NIGHT

The Machay guards try to force the door of the TARDIS. Behind, 
King Erasil, Queen Demelsa and OTHER MACHAY watch fearfully.

ERASIL
Harder! Hard--

(the door flies open)
Halt!

Rory steps out.

RORY
(to approaching guards)

Hey-- okay now. Enough of that.

Behind him Lillias slowly steps out.
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ERASIL
Lillias!

But before he can move to his daughter, Agaska squeezes out 
the door. GASPS, EVEN A SCREAM, from the crowd.

ERASIL (CONT’D)
Rongai. Guards--

LILLIAS
Father. Don’t! We...

RORY
(seeing that she’s 
struggling)

Mr. King... Sir. King. Man. Sorry 
about borrowing your daughter. But 
here’s what’s happening. The Rongai 
are coming, and they’re going to 
settle here, and you’re going to 
share the planet like good, caring 
creatures. Your daughter has agreed 
to this on behalf of the Machay--

MACHAY KING
My daughter--

RORY
Has the clarity to understand that 
what you did was wrong. And that it’s 
time that it was set right. At the 
moment it’s...

(he looks at his watch)
...half-way through the night. Thanks 
to the TARDIS, Lillias and Agaska 
here have gained some invaluable 
language skills, and are now on a 
different shift. They will be here 
for half of the night and half of the 
day -- acting as diplomats between 
the two species. And their word is 
the last word on anything that the 
Rongai and Machay are planning, okay?

DEMELSA
You can’t expect us to agree to this.

RORY
(he points to the Rongai 
statue at the centre of 
the square)

You kept the statue up. You didn’t 
tear it down. I think that’s because 
you know that what you did was wrong. 
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And now you want your daughter to 
participate in the mass murder of 
another species, not to mention her 
own? You owe her better than that.

(the Queen softens at 
this, so Rory turns to 
Agaska and Lillias)

This is going to be an awkward 
arrangement, ladies. And like all 
time-share arrangements there’ll be 
arguments over who pays the bills and 
who broke the dishwasher and what 
even is that in the shower drain.

(to Agaska)
Agaska, I have no doubt that you can 
do this. You are one of the strongest 
people I have ever met.

(to Lillias)
Lillias, I don’t really know you but 
you’ve got fantastic hair. And 
something in your eyes tells me you 
don’t want to go to war any more than 
I do. And if you ever get the urge to 
slap a Rongai around the place, just 
remember that I carried you away from 
that bomb and you owe me your life.

(Lillias nods -- and so 
does Agaska)

Splendid. Alright then.

Silence now. How the hell is this thing going to begin?

LILLIAS
Father...

(gesturing to Agaska)
...this is Agaska.

Rory smiles.

INT. TARDIS - AMY & RORY’S ROOM

Rory stands in the doorway, boxers and a t-shirt -- he touches 
the material. A novelty after all that time in organics. The 
Doctor -- dressed in his “normal” attire as well -- watches 
from down the hall.

THE DOCTOR
Enjoying it? The robes kind of--

RORY
Chafed. Yeah.

He plays with his wedding ring. On for good now.
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THE DOCTOR
That was clever, what you did back 
there. And they’re both female.

RORY
Yep. Soon enough there’ll be the 
pitter-patter of day-time night-time 
babies. Do I get TARDIS driving 
priviliges now? With the extra key, I 
mean...

The Doctor holds up the key, smiles, and swallows it.

THE DOCTOR
And I wouldn’t bother doing any... 
sifting. You’d be shocked what a Time 
Lord constitution can do to an 
object.

(he smiles, and almost 
leaves -- but...)

You know that favour you asked me?

RORY
(he looks at The Doctor -- 
a moment of understanding 
between them, then...)

Doc, I--

THE DOCTOR
It never, ever, ever would have come 
up.

(and with that he leaves)

Rory turns back, watching as Amy slips into bed.

AMY
Hello lover.

RORY
(getting under the covers)

Hello porkchops.
(her face falls, but he 
compensates with a kiss)

How are we this fine evening?

AMY
Excited at the prospect of more than 
twenty-seven seconds in bed with you, 
Mr. Williams. Despite our best 
efforts to break the land-speed 
record--
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RORY
It will be nice to have five whole 
minutes.

(she doesn’t look too 
impressed -- he smiles 
and moves closer to her)

I missed y--

AMY
I missed you too.

They snuggle up together, clinging tighter than they normally 
would. Smiling.

LATER: Both are fast asleep now, when the ALARM CLOCK BUZZES. 
Rory’s eyes shoot open. He looks at the clock, and then his 
gaze settles on his hand entwined in Amy’s. And the wedding 
rings touching.

He smiles.

FADE OUT.

END OF SHOW

"Episode Title" 54.


